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Overview

The faculty of the Division of Law, Ethics and Psychiatry engage in research and
teaching on the impact of legal and ethical rules on the practice of psychiatry
(including psychiatric research), and on the role of psychiatry in the legal process.
Research efforts include studies of IRB function, adequacy of informed consent to
research, and the impact of advances in genetics on the decision making of
physicians. The Division is extensively involved in the training of residents and
fellows at NYSPI, and in the education of students, faculty and staff through
collaborations with the Irving Institute for Clinical and Translational Research and the
Columbia Law School.

Staff

Paul S. Appelbaum, MD, Chief, Division of Law, Ethics and Psychiatry
Ruth L. Fischbach, PhD, Professor of Bioethics

Robert Klitzman, MD, Associate Professor of Clinical Psychiatry
Richard Krueger, MD, Medical Director, Sexual Behavior Clinic

Grace Lee, MD, Medical Director, Forensic Division, OMH

Steven Simring, MD, Director, Forensic Psychiatry Fellowship

Current Research

The division’s current research focuses on the ethics of research with human
subjects, the ethics of medical practice, and issues related to the management of
persons with disorders of sexual behavior. Paul Appelbaum is involved in funded
projects examining: functioning of IRBs at major medical centers around the country;
capacity to appoint a proxy decision maker for dementia research; public opinions on
policies regarding proxy consent for dementia research; the ability of proxy decision
makers to provide consent for dementia research; capacities of subjects to consent
to research on deep brain stimulation; informed consent to research with opioid
antagonists; and voluntary decision making about research participation. Dr.
Fischbach is conducting a study of state medical board policies toward physician
participation in lethal injection. Dr. Klitzman is funded to examine the ethics of
decision making about pre-implantation genetic diagnosis. Dr. Krueger is studying
the effects of GNRH inhibitors on deviant sexual behavior, and the phenomenology
of paraphilias involving children.



Education and Training

The Division runs a state-funded fellowship program in Forensic Psychiatry, soon to
be augmented by a Forensic Research Fellowship. Faculty also participate actively
in training NYSPI residents and fellows, including child psychiatry, public psychiatry,
HIV, and research fellows; educating Columbia medical, graduate, and law students;
and providing education for faculty and staff in research ethics and health law,
through collaborations with the Center for Bioethics, the Irving Institute for Clinical
and Translational Research (Drs. Appelbaum and Fischbach are co-directors of the
Ethics Resource), the HIV Center at NYSPI, and the Columbia Law School. In
addition, Division faculty has organized a fellowship in bioethics through the Irving
Institute, and the Division is hosting a visiting Fulbright scholar from Israel here to
study mental health law and psychiatric ethics.

Clinical Services

No directly operated clinical services. Dr. Krueger is the medical director of the
NYSPI Sexual Behavior Clinic.

Grant Awards

National Cancer Institute
Dr. Paul Appelbaum, Co-Investigator and Site PI, An Observational Description
Study of IRB Practices, (Charles Lidz, PhD, Principal Investigator). (R01)

National Institute on Aging
Dr. Paul Appelbaum, Co-Investigator, Ethical Issues in Surrogate Consent for
Dementia (Scott Kim, MD, PhD, Principal Investigator). (R01)

Dr. Paul Appelbaum, Co-Investigator, Proxy Decision-Making for Alzheimer Disease
Research, (Laura Dunn, MD, Principal Investigator). (R0O1)

National Institutes of Health
Dr. Paul Appelbaum, Co-Investigator, Clinical Translational Science Award (Henry
Ginsberg, MD, Principal Investigator)

National Institutes of Mental Health
Dr. Paul Appelbaum, Co-Investigator, DVD Consent for Research in Older
Schizophrenia Patients, (Dilip Jeste, MD, Principal Investigator). (R0O1)

Dr. Paul Appelbaum, Co-Investigator, Capacity to Appoint a Proxy for Dementia
Research (Scott Kim, MD, PhD, Principal Investigator). (R0O1)

Dr. Paul Appelbaum, Co-Investigator, Research Ethics in Schizophrenia (Will
Carpenter, MD, Principal Investigator). (RO1)



Dr. Paul Appelbaum, Co-Director of the Ethics and Policy Core, HIV Center for
Clinical and Behavioral Studies. (Anke Ehrhardt, PhD, Principal
Investigator).

New York State Office of Mental Health Policy Scholar Grant

Dr. Richard Krueger, Principal Investigator, An Analysis of Treatment Response and
Medication Satisfaction in a Group of Patients Treated with Gonadotropin Releasing
Hormones Agonist Therapy for Hypersexual and/or Paraphilic Disorders; and An
Analysis of Diagnoses of a Group of Patients Arrested for Crimes Against Children
over the Internet.

Other Grants

Dana Foundation

Dr. Ruth Fischbach, Principal Investigator, Neuroethics: Implications of
Advances in Neuroscience

Greenwall Foundation
Dr. Paul Appelbaum, Principal Investigator, Voluntary Decision Making About
Participation in Human Subjects Research.

Dr. Robert Klitzman, Principal Investigator, Pre-implantation Genetic
Diagnosis: Challenges in Ethics and Care

Awards and Honors

Dr. Paul Appelbaum received the Isaac Hays, MD, and John Bell, MD, Award
for Leadership in Medical Ethics and Professionalism, American Medical
Association. He was also listed among the Best Doctors in New York by New
York Magazine

Dr. Dr. Ruth Fischbach was named a Fellow of the American Association for
the Advancement of Science (AAAS)

Dr. Robert Klitzman was the Howard Spiro Lecturer at Yale University and
was the first Visiting Professor in the Scattergood Program for the Applied
Ethics of Behavioral Health, University of Pennsylvania.

Highlights

Divisional faculty continued to play major roles at NYSPI, in the Medical Center, and
nationally in law, ethics, and psychiatry. Dr. Appelbaum was recognized by the
American Medical Association with its Hays and Bell Award for career-long
contributions to medical ethics. He continued to serve as the first chair of the
nationwide Clinical and Translational Science Awards consortium Clinical Research
Ethics Workgroup, and completed his term as chair of the Council on Psychiatry and



Law, American Psychiatric Association. Dr. Fischbach organized day-long symposia
on Neuroethics: Implications of Advances in Neuroscience, End of Life Issues from a
Jewish Perspective, and The Supreme Court and the Legal, Medical, and Ethical
Challenges to Execution by Lethal Injection. Dr. Klitzman published his widely-
acclaimed book, When Doctors Become Patients.

New Faculty
Grace Lee, MD, Medical Director, Forensic Division, OMH
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