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1. Highlights

This was the first full year of the Division’s operation. It assumed responsibility for
oversight of the Fellowship in Forensic Psychiatry, and developed active teaching
programs for every year of the Residency in Adult Psychiatry. The Division began a
monthly seminar series in Law and Ethics that attracts attendance from around the
Medical Center, and collaborated with the Law School in starting a monthly Colloquium
in Health, Law, Ethics, and Society that takes places at the Law School but is advertised
to both campuses. Members of the Division faculty are deeply involved with the
Research Ethics Resource of the Irving Institute for Clinical and Translational Research,
Columbia’s CTSA program. An active research program has been launched, focused on
the ethics of human subjects research, and involving collaborators at major medical
centers around the US.

2. Staff

Paul S. Appelbaum, MD, Director, Division of Law, Ethics and Psychiatry
Ruth Fischbach, PhD, MPE, (joint with the Department of Sociomedical Sciences,
Mailman School of Public Health), Director, Center for Bioethics, Columbia
University

Robert Klitzman, MD (joint with the HIV Center), Director, Ethics and Policy Core, HIV
Center

Richard Krueger, MD, Medical Director, Sexual Behavior Clinic

Steven Simring, MD, Director, Forensic Psychiatry Fellowship Program

3. Overview

The Division undertakes education and research on issues related to the impact of law
and ethics on psychiatry, and on medicine more broadly, and on the role of psychiatry in
the legal and correctional systems. Division faculty are involved in the training of
medical students, residents in psychiatry and other specialties, fellows in forensic
psychiatry, clinical and research fellows in other areas of psychiatry, law students,
graduate students, research staff, faculty members, and the general public. Research
efforts currently focus on empirical studies of research ethics, including informed
consent, competence, substituted judgment, and voluntariness. Faculty members in the
Division also consult to the NYS Office of Mental Health on issues related to law and
psychiatry.

4. Current Research

Dr. Appelbaum’s research focuses on empirical work in research ethics. He is Pl on a
grant from the Greenwall Foundation to develop an approach to Assessing Voluntariness



of Consent to Research (with Dr. Klitzman as a co-investigator). In addition, he serves as
co-investigator on NIH grants on Research Ethics in Schizophrenia (Will Carpenter, PI,
Univ. of Maryland); DVD Consent for Research in Older Schizophrenia Patients (Dilip
Jeste, PI, UCSD); An Observational Description Study of IRB Practices (Charles Lidz,
Pl, Univ. of Massachusetts); and Proxy Decision-Making for Alzheimer Disease
Research (Laura Dunn, PI, UCSF).

Dr. Klitzman is Pl on an NIH-funded study of Views and Approaches Toward Research
Integrity Among IRBs, and on a CTSA pilot grant to examine Views of PGD Among
Patients and Providers (with Dr. Appelbaum as a co-investigator).

Dr. Krueger was awarded a grant as a NYS Office of Mental Health Policy Scholar for
2007-2008, for an Analysis of Treatment Response and Medication Satisfaction in a
Group of Patients Treated with Gonadotropin Releasing Hormone Agonist Therapy for
Hypersexual and/or Paraphilic Disorders and a separate Analysis of Diagnoses of a
Group of Patients Arrested for Crimes Against Children over the Internet.

5. Education and Training

The Division is heavily involved in education and training activities. Each month during
the academic year, the Division sponsors a seminar at NYSPI on Law, Ethics, and
Psychiatry, open to the entire Medical Center community and to selected colleagues at
other institutions. Speakers in the past year have come from P&S, the Mailman School of
Public Health, and the Law School at Columbia; Cornell Medical College; NYU School
of Medicine; and the University of Virginia Law School. In addition, the Division co-
sponsors a monthly Colloquium in Health, Law, Ethics, and Society that takes place at
Columbia Law School, but is open to faculty and trainees from both campuses.

Under the direction of Dr. Simring, the Division conducts an ACGME-accredited
fellowship in Forensic Psychiatry. Drs. Appelbaum and Simring teach seminars for the
residents on legal issues in psychiatry and on forensic psychiatry.

Dr. Appelbaum is frequently involved in case conferences and seminars on the 3 inpatient
services, the C/L psychiatry service, the intensive outpatient program, and with several of
the clinical and research fellowship programs (including Public Psychiatry, Psychiatric
Epidemiology, Substance Abuse, and Child Psychiatry). He also teaches a seminar each
semester at Columbia Law School: in the fall semester on informed consent, and in the
spring semester on mental health law. As co-director of the Research Ethics Resource
(with Dr. Fischbach) of Columbia’s CTSA program, Dr. Appelbaum oversees a
bimonthly educational program for investigators and research staff at CUMC. He and
Drs. Fischbach and Klitzman also provide consultations on research ethics issues through
the CTSA program.

Dr. Fischbach organizes many programs through the Center for Bioethics, including a
regular Ethics for Lunch series and an annual 9/11 memorial, as well as special programs
that have dealt with disability, research ethics, memory, and the experiences of research



subjects, among other topics. She teaches in numerous undergraduate, graduate, post-
graduate, and continuing medical education courses. She is also Pl on a grant from the
Dana Foundation for the Neuroethics Distance Learning Program.

Dr. Klitzman runs a seminar series for the HIVV Center on ethical and policy issues with
speakers from around the world. In addition, he teaches a course on ethics and
experimentation for students in the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences and in the
Mailman School of Public Health. He lectures to the 4™ year medical school class, and
leads small group sessions on ethical issues concerning death and dying, as part of the
Clinical Practice IV Course. He also served on a dissertation committee in the Dept. of
Philosophy.

Dr. Krueger teaches the fellows in forensic psychiatry about issues related to the
assessment and treatment of paraphilias.

If your department has training grants or is engaged in educating fellows/post-docs,
please describe your programs.

6. Clinical Services
None.
7. Awards and Honors

Dr. Appelbaum gave the George Saslow Lecture in Ethics at the Oregon Health Sciences
University, and was Merck Visiting Scholar at Seton Hall University School of Law. He
was named to Best Doctors in New York and again was listed in Who’s Who in America.
He was also made an Honorary Distinguished Member of the American Psychology-Law
Society, and was elected chair of the national CTSA Clinical Research Ethics
Workgroup. Dr. Appelbaum was reappointed chair of the American Psychiatric
Association’s Council on Psychiatry and Law.

Dr. Fischbach was elected a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of
Science (AAAS) and was also elected as a Member-at Large of AAAS. She was again
listed in Who’s Who of American Women, Who’s Who in the World, and Who’s Who of
American Educators. She was the Honoree at the National Aphasia Association 2006
Spring Benefit for the work she did to help the organization. She gave the first annual
University-wide Lecture at St. Cloud State University, St. Cloud, MN.

Dr. Klitzman received a gubernatorial appointment to the NYS Stem Cell Commission.
He is also listed in Who’s Who in America.

Dr. Krueger was named a New York State Office of Mental Health Policy Scholar
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